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Shukur! Shukur! Shukur! Gratitude to Thee, O Lord for the
grace and blessings conferred upon Dada J P Vaswani

T

he week of February 18 to February 25 has been a
historic week for the Sadhu Vaswani Mission and its
numerous devotees worldwide. It was during this
week, in 1988, that our beloved and revered Dada J P
Vaswani underwent a successful open-heart surgery at the
Washington Hospital Centre in Washington D.C., USA, at the
hands of some very eminent and skilled cardiac surgeons and
doctors.
On 14 February 1998, Dada
commenced the arduous and
lengthy journey from the Sadhu
Vaswani Mission headquarters in
Pune to Washington DC, USA,
stopping in London but for a few
hours. The total journey time was
some 26 hours.
Dada had previously suffered a
coronary condition and as a result
of which his heart had been performing at well under its normal
capacity. It was therefore decided,
after careful consideration, to
proceed to Washington to have an
angioplasty procedure on certain
blocked arteries. The angiogram,
however, revealed certain complications and a team of cardiologists and surgeons deliberated
and came to the conclusion that a
by-pass surgery was essential.
This was conveyed to Dada who
went into prayers to seek divine
guidance and when he emerged
from his communion he acquiesced to the recommended line of
action.
On 18 February 1998 the surgeons performed a quadruple bypass operation. The operation lasted about three and a half
hours. Dada’s heart during the operation had remained remarkably stable. The doctors advised a period of convalescence after
which Dada would emerge fully rejuvenated and continue with
vigour and gusto the work that he has been ordained to do by
God.
Dada was making excellent progress. He was taking short
walks within the hospital corridors. He was presented with mementos which proclaimed: “I have been by-passed”, to which

Dada explained that it would be more appropriate if the words
said: “I have been sky-passed.” He went on to explain that he
had gone up to his Master in the heavenly skies but was sent
back to this world to complete his mission and was sky-passed
back to us!
On 24 February 1998 it was discovered that Dada had a
problem with irregular heartbeats – arrhythmia. He was rushed
to intensive care unit for observation. Although this problem was
not necessarily connected to the by
-pass operation it was a condition
that would inevitably raise its head
sooner or later. The doctors recommended that a permanent pacemaker be implanted. On 25 February this procedure was completed
and tests showed that Dada’s heart
was performing satisfactorily. On
28 February he was removed from
ICU and after a few further weeks
of complete rest and convalescence Dada returned to Pune. This
humble man of God realised that
there was a lot to accomplish and
was anxious to get on with the
tasks in hand.
Some of Dada’s ardent devotees
had promulgated the idea that 18
February be proclaimed as a
“Thanksgiving Day” and the week
from 18 February to 25 February
as “Thanksgiving Week” to express profound gratitude to the
ever merciful and generous Lord
for restoring Dada to good health.
An endowment fund has been created and the income from which is
expended in a good many causes
to extend a hand of service to the less privileged including free
coronary angioplasties and by-pass operations and other treatments.
We continue to admire Dada’s indomitable spirit, the benedictions that we have received from his generous and loving
heart, his leadership and unfailing efforts to lead us out of darkness into Light – onward, forward and Godward!

Thank you, God!

Man lives not by the beats of his heart
But by the grace of God!

Dada J P Vaswani
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Conversion works start at
SVC to convert the Main Hall
into a Nursery

I

n an effort to get the Little Lamps Nursery opened in time
for the 2017/18 academic year in September 2017 works
have started to convert the main hall at the Sadhu Vaswani
Centre, UK into a nursery. The main feature of these
works will be the incorporation of a mezzanine floor. This will
enable an expansion of space thereby allowing an increase in the
number of children that can be accommodated.
The establishment of a nursery in UK is no easy undertaking.
The process involved in a number of meetings and consultations
with the Council and other regulatory bodies. Understanding the
involvement and supervision of the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (OFSTED), organising a
curriculum stipulated by the Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS) and incorporating into this is the most important aspect
- the development of moral and ethical values. Consulting with a
wealth of professionals such as architects, structural engineers,
quantity surveyors and contractors to arrive at a feasibility of the

various options available. Presenting the various options to
Dada J P Vaswani was important because his input, guidance
and blessings were invaluable. Establishing a team of brand
ambassadors was very essential as they are required to promote
the idea of this unique nursery that will instil in the children “a
triple training of the head, the hand and the heart” and prepare
them to face the challenges for their future and life.
Of course we are mindful that this project requires funding and
that this would need to be raised by obtaining donations. In an
effort to raise funds we are approaching large hearted supporters
and well-wishers of SVC. We have also held a number of events
such as “Quiz Night” and “Mehfil” to raise funds and a
“Walkathon” is due to be held in the near future. Whereas these
events have been successful they will raise only a very limited
amount but these events will give the opportunity to all to make
a contribution - however modest, and make a difference.
The members of the Executive Committee of SVC, UK are
ready to answer any questions that you may have regarding this
project. In the meanwhile you are requested to dig deep into
your pockets and make a donation. All donations, big and small,
will be highly appreciated and gratefully accepted.
Thank you.

Illustration of the nursery and mezzanine level in the Main Hall

On Saturday, 21 January the 5th Quiz Night was
held at SVC. The rules of play were set out on a
professional basis and the participants were keen to
pit their knowledge against each other. It was a
very close contest and team “Rogues Won”
prevailed. Congratulations!

On Saturday, 4 February we were entertained by Mahesh Gadhvi and his troupe to
a superb evening of melodious music of
yesteryear as well as the latest offerings
from Bollywood. Regrettably the charming
Nitu was indisposed and could not attend
but the very able Veda took her place.

AARATI

Education is the solution to India’s
problems, Dada J P Vaswani advises
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

D

ada J P Vaswani visited India’s capital,
Delhi, between 22 – 30 September 2016
when he took the opportunity of meeting
some very eminent members of the Indian
Government and leaders of various religious organisations - among them
was the Chief Imam,
Dr Imam Ahmed
Ilyasi, Acharya Dr
Lokesh Muni, Jain
Guru and Founder of
Ahimsa Vishwa
Bharti and Sadhvi
Bhagwati of Parmath
Niketan.
However, the highlight of Dada’s visit
was an audience with
the Rt. Hon. Prime
Minister of India,
Shri Narenrda Modi on 26 September. Of course, they
had met before but when Shri Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat. Shri Modi came forward and met Dada
with warmth, love and a feeling of comradeship. After
exchanging pleasantries and reminiscing on their previous
meetings, Shri Modi asked Dada, “What would you like
to share with me today?”
In all earnestness Dada said, “For every problem the solution is education. The only thing is that it has to be the
right kind of education, which can proceed to change the
world, the country and the home. But this education has
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to start from the home. When a child is born the first
teacher is the mother. So, if the mother is trained correctly,
the whole nation can be transformed.”
With a gentle smile, Dada told the Prime Minister, “You
talk about change. Your emphasis is on change. If you
want to effectively bring about change, start with the education meted out to our children. For this we need to train
our hearts. We hear of another satellite launched; there is
technical progress, smart cities, all this is a must. But
along with this our hearts should transform. Today, selfishness predominates.
Therefore there is
an urgent need of
true education that
will illumine our
hearts. Man has
advanced so much
and has garnered
tremendous
knowledge, but
does he know himself? In fact he is
frightened to do
so!”
The Prime Minister, who had attentively been absorbing Dada’s words said,
“My mind is already working on it. We also need the right
kind of teachers, who are filled with vision and are true to
their vocation. We will walk towards this goal.”
To this Dada immediately responded, “No, we cannot
afford the luxury of walking; we have to run to reach our
goal.”
Shri Modi said that he had been in awe of Dada right from
the time he had met him in Pune three years ago. The
memories are still fresh and clear with him. The farewell
between the two of them was filled with love and respect.

Sadhu Vaswani Centre, UK
(Registered Charity No: 1052439)

25 Cricklewood Lane, London NW2 1HP
Tel: 0844 500 1744
email: info@sadhuvaswaniuk.com

Website: www.sadhuvaswaniuk.com

Donations
If you wish to make a donation towards the
construction costs of the Little Lamps Nursery cheques
may be payable to:

“Sadhu Vaswani Centre - Nursery Fund”
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SVC, UK embarks on Nursery Project

A

mongst the greatest contributions of Sadhu Vaswani to India and the world is
his St. Mira Movement in Education and that is now in its 84th glorious year.
Sadhu Vaswani started this movement in education with a two paisa coin in
his pocket. From the humble beginnings of a school that was started on 4 June
1933 in the basement of a modest dwelling in Hyderabad, Sind, this organisation now has
over 16,000 students in fifteen institutions all over India. This movement continues to
expand and an exciting new project, the Sadhu Vaswani Educational Complex, incorporating an International School for Boys and Girls and a College for Girls, is nearing completion in Pradhikaran (near Pune). This complex will have a total strength of 3,300 students.
The aspirations of Dada J P Vaswani, the spiritual head of the Sadhu Vaswani Mission,
Pune, do not end here. He has a vision of starting a Sadhu Vaswani University and starting
educational institutions in Centres around the world. We in UK are privileged and humbled to be chosen as the first of such projects outside India. He has oft reminded us that
the richest treasure of a family, a community, a society, a nation is the children. Give them
the right type of training in the home, give them the right type of education in the school
and in the college, and they will be builders of a brave new world.
With these words reverberating in the ears of the trustees of Sadhu Vaswani Centre,
UK (SVC) and with the encouragement, guidance and blessings of Dada J P Vaswani the
trustees have decided to embark on the establishment of a nursery, Little Lamps, for
children between the ages of 2½ to 4 years in UK. The nursery will be supervised under
the aegis of the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills
(OFSTED) and will have a curriculum as stipulated by the Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS). The areas of learning, as stipulated by EYFS, will be taught through games and
play and will include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Communication and language
Physical development
Personal, social and emotional development
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and designs

Additionally, and more importantly, the children will be exposed to the development of
moral and ethical values – focusing on character building. The children will receive “a
triple training of the head, the hand and the heart.” This will hold the children in good
stead, having had the seeds of TRUTH, COMPASSION and PURITY sown in them, and
enable them to put their best foot forward for their future education and life.
You may be aware SVC has its own building at Cricklewood Lane. The large hall
which measures approximately 1,600 sqft will be used for the nursery. It will be expanded
by incorporating a mezzanine level and a play area will be prepared on the land adjoining
the hall. Plans have been prepared and we expect the development works to commence in
the second quarter of this year with completion expected in the early third quarter in readiness for inspection by OFSTED and nursery school commencement from the academic
year in September 2017.
Once the nursery, Little Lamps, is up and r unning it will be on a fully commer cial
basis. The best teachers and staff will be employed. A Board of Governors will be appointed to oversee the smooth running and functioning of the school. All personnel will be
subjected to vetting and clearance by Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) previously known
as Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).
We are fortunate, as stated, that SVC, UK owns its own premises and we are excited by
the prospect that part of the premises will be available for use as a nursery. However, the
cost of developing and converting the hall has been estimated to be in the region of
£250,000 plus VAT to include the cost of architects, surveyors and other professionals.
Due to the size of this project, it will not be possible for us to complete it without the
aid of large hearted supporters and well-wishers. Cheques can be made payable to:
“Sadhu Vaswani Centre - Nursery Fund”. All donations are tax deductible against UK
Corporation Tax (for corporate donations) or UK Income Tax (for personal donations).

We need a new type of education which
may make us new men and women, - an
education which may kindle in our hearts
candles of
compassion and love, an
education which may teach us to grow in
reverence for all religions and prophets,
for all communities and countries and
races. Children must have an education
which may enable them to grow in
reverence for humanity, for all life.
- Sadhu Vaswani

True education is not filling of a bucket but the
kindling of a flame - Dada J P Vaswani

